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Appendix C – Public Input: Emails and Letters 
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From: peghep [peghep@alumni.umass.edu] 
Sent: Monday, July 04, 2005 3:34 PM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: Uses of the Quabbin watershed land 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
We understand that you are soliciting public ideas about the future uses of 
the Quabbin reservation, and since that area is a very precious resource in 
our area (we are from Pelham), we want to add our thoughts.  
 
As a large unspoiled forested area, full of interesting historical traces 
such as roads, stone walls, cellar holes, and the occasional lilac bush or 
patch of daffodils, it is one of our favorite places to walk. We marvel at 
the wildlife and plants we can observe there, and at the edge of the water, 
we see a huge almost Western sky, a rare sight in New England. Such a large 
tract with so many trails to explore offers Massachusetts residents an 
unparalleled opportunity to experience quiet, solitude, and the bounty of our 
natural surroundings. As a large tract, it creates a preserve for those 
species of birds and animals that do not thrive in the patchwork of woods and 
development which typifies much of the state.  
 
We would be horrified to have the area more heavily logged or clearcut, 
hoping that sustainable forestry, respecting the diversity of our native 
forests, would be the goal in its management.  
 
We have always wondered why skiing is not permitted, since cross-country 
winter exploration would have no negative impact on the land. We strongly 
urge this restriction to be lifted.  
 
We would also welcome the ability to canoe on the reservoir. Motor boats, 
which are permitted, are polluting. Canoes are not, and the opportunity to be 
on the water would give us much pleasure. 
 
Respectfully yours,  
 
Peter and Margaret Hepler 
 
Quarry Road, RR2 
Pelham, MA 01002 
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From: Anne Perkins [aperkie@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2005 8:11 PM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: comment 
To DCR: 
  
Clearly kayaking and canoeing should be allowed in the Quabbin. It's crazy from an environmental 
perspective to allow motor boats with their polluting gas and oil motors, but not to allow canoes and 
kayaks. Do you test motor boat drivers to see if they are experienced enough not to flip their boats? 
Smart enough not to pollute the water more than they already do? 
  
As one who has often hiked in the Quabbin, I propose that motor boats be disallowed for both their gas/oil 
pollution and their noise pollution. The loons don't like them! 
  
Canoers and kayakers will not pollute the water with noise or petroleum products. Neither will bicycles. 
  
Anne Perkins 
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From: Robert Reger [rreger@verizon.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2005 11:53 AM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: Quabbin access--survey 
Hello,  
  
I came to this site looking for a survey about future use of the Quabbin as 
mentioned in the Greenfield Recorder. Having found no such place I thought I 
would give you my opinion. I live in Athol, MA and have been using the Quabbin area 
for some 45 years. My belief is leave it alone, where it is right now. More people = 
more trash.  
  
I think of the Quabbin as a wildlife sanctuary, the home of many rare species of all 
kinds of flora & fauna. You opened it for several deer kills and to logging. Neither 
of which I could understand why.  
  
When I go into the Quabbin the only things I take out are pictures and leave with 
whatever I came with. Please NO SNOWMOBILES----leave it alone---it’s not a 
state park, it’s a water supply. 
  
Kind regards, 
Robert Reger 
143 Walnut St. 
Athol, MA 01331 
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From: Steve Gross [SGross@chd.org] 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2005 4:01 PM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: More access for recreation 
I am writing to advocate for increased access particularly for kayaking and canoeing and sailing 
throughout the Quabbin. Certainly the output areas can be protected while significantly expanding use 
areas for non-pollutting activities 
  
I am a 30 year resident of Wendell MA and an avid hiker, kayaker, sailor,and bicyclist. Myself and many 
of my friends who live in the area love the outdoors and want more ability to respectfully use the area 
around the Quabbin.  
  
I am aware of many reservoirs around the country that provide extensive recreational opportunities to 
the citizenry without compromising water quality in the process. In addition, the controversial history 
surrounding the origions of the Quabbin add to the local belief that the state could do much more for the 
people in this area in exchange for the enormous conttribution the Quabbin makes to the rest of the 
state.  The fact that fishing has been the primary recreational activity for so many years has felt 
prejudicial to many who prefer to recreate in other ways. The fact that you cannot rent a boat without 
also getting a fishing license is absurd.  I hope you will do the right thing and open up this magnificent 
area to those of us who will respect and enjoy it  Steven Gross 
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From: Adele Smith-Penniman [asmithpen@net1plus.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2005 7:13 PM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: Public Access to Quabbin 
 
Thank you for considering ways to open the beautiful Quabbin for public 
enjoyment. I encourage you to consider allowing road bikes on more roads, 
cross-country skiing on paths, and kayaking and row boating on more water 
areas. I remember the first time I went biking in the Quabbin, not realizing 
there was a ban. I was on a road that at one time had been paved when a DRC 
truck stopped me. Which has more impact, a road bike or a motor vehicle! And 
I remain baffled why snow shoeing is allowed (or so I believe) but not cross-
country skiing. I can understand prohibiting non-motorized boats from open 
bodies of water where the current could be a factor, but why ban them from 
inlets and coves? Thank you again for working on making the Quabbin more 
accessible for passive recreation. 
 
 
191 Wickett Pond Road 
Wendell, MA 01379 
 



 

  
Public Access Management Plan Update: Quabbin Reservoir Watershed System 

 
162 

From: Lloyd [lloydbrookssr@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2005 9:31 AM 
To: Publicinput, Quabbin (DCR) 
Subject: Snowmobile Access On DCR 
  
  
I'm writing to express my support for snowmobile access on DCR lands in general and in New Salem in 
particular. There are many snowmobilers in New Salem. Snowmobile trails on DCR lands would be a 
wonderful oportunity to expand the existing trail system in New Salem and Athol and link to the trails in 
Shutesbury and other towns. I'm a member of the Porcupine Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Greater 
Whately Snowmobile Club, Snowmobile Association of Massachusetts(SAM).  
  
Lloyd Brooks 
10 Ellis Drive 
New Salem, MA 01355 
978-544-5570 
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